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I have given the House in some detail the history of what may be called the Corfu
rumours. How they arose I do not pretend to know, but the fact that they should have
been current and widely believed illustrates the general uneasiness created by recent
events. Although this particular story has now been discredited, yet, as I have said on
a previous occasion, once confidence has been roughly shaken it is not so easily reestablished and Majesty’s Government feel that they have both a duty and a service
to perform by leaving no doubt in the mind of anyone as to their own position. I,
therefore, take this opportunity of saying on their behalf that His Majesty’s
Government attach the greatest importance to the avoidance of disturbance by force
or threats of force of the status quo in the Mediterranean and the Balkan Peninsula.
Consequently, they have come to the conclusion that, in the event of any action
being taken which clearly threatened the independence of Greece or Rumania, and
which the Greek or Rumanian Government respectively considered it vital to resist
with their national forces, His Majesty’s Government would feel themselves bound at
once to lend the Greek or Rumanian Government, as the case might be, all the
support in their power. We are communicating this declaration to the Governments
directly concerned, and to others, especially Turkey, whose close relations with the
Greek Government are known. I understand that the French Government are making
a similar declaration this afternoon. I need not add that the Dominion Governments,
as always, are being continuously informed of all developments.
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