
PROTOCOL FOR THE PROHIBITION OF POISONOUS GASES AND 
BACTERIOLOGICAL METHODS OF WARFARE 

 
 
Geneva, June 17, 1925  
 
THE UNDERSIGNED PLENIPOTENTIARIES, in the name of their respective 
Governments:  
 
Whereas the use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or other gases, and of all analogous 
liquids, materials or devices, has been justly condemned by the general opinion of the 
civilised world; and  
 
Whereas the prohibition of such use has been declared in Treaties to which the majority of 
Powers of the world are Parties; and  
 
To the end that this prohibition shall be universally accepted as a part of International Law, 
binding alike the conscience and the practice of nations; declare:  
 
That the High Contracting Parties, so far as they are not already Parties to Treaties 
prohibiting such use, accept this prohibition, agree to extend this prohibition to the use of 
bacteriological methods of warfare and agree to be bound as between themselves 
according to the terms of this declaration.  
 
The High Contracting Parties will exert every effort to induce other States to accede to the 
present Protocol. Such accession will be notified to the Government of the French 
Republic, and by the latter to all signatory and acceding Powers, and will take effect on the 
date of the notification by the Government of the French Republic.  
 
The present Protocol, of which the French and English texts are both authentic, shall be 
ratified as soon as possible. It shall bear today's date.  
 
The ratifications of the present Protocol shall be addressed to the Government of the 
French Republic, which will at once notify the deposit of such ratification to each of the 
signatory and acceding Powers.  
 
The instruments of ratification of and accession to the present Protocol will remain 
deposited in the archives of the Government of the French Republic.  
 
The present Protocol will come into force for each signatory Power as from the date of 
deposit of its ratification, and, from that moment, each Power will be bound as regards 
other Powers which have already deposited their ratifications.  
 
In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Protocol.  
 
Done at Geneva in a single copy,  
 
the seventeenth day of June, One Thousand Nine Hundred and  
Twenty-Five. 
 



[For Germany:] H. VON ECKARDT 
[For the United States of America:] THEODORE E. BURTON, HUGH S. GIBSON 
[For Austria:] E. PFLUGL 
[For Belgium:] FERNAND PELTZE 
[For Brazil:] CONTRE-AMIRAL A. C. DE SOUZA E SILVA, MAJOR ESTEVAO LEITAO 
DE CARVALHO 
[For the British Empire:] I declare that my signature does not bind India or any British 
Dominion which is a separate Member of the League of Nations and does not separately 
sign or adhere to the Protocol. 
ONSLOW 
[For Canada:] WALTER A. RIDDELL 
[For the Irish Free State:] 
[For India:] P.Z.COX 
[For Bulgaria:] D. MIKOFF 
[For Chile:] LUIS CABRERA. GENERAL DE DIVISION 
[For China:] 
[For Colombia:] 
[For Denmark:] A. OLDENBURG 
[For Egypt:] AHMED EL KADRY 
[For Spain:] EMILIO DE PALACIO 
[For Estonia:] J. LAIDONER 
[For Abyssinia:] GUETATCHO U, BLATA HEROUY HEROUY, A. TASFAE  
[For Finland:] O. ENCKELL 
[For France:] J. PAUL-BONCOUR 
[For Greece:] VASSILI DENDRAMIS, D. VLACHOPOULOS 
[For Hungary:] 
[For Italy:] PIETRO CIMIENTI, ALBERTO DE MARINIS-STENDARDO  
[For Japan:] M. MATSUDA 
[For Latvia:] COLONEL HARTMANIS 
[For Lithuania:] DR. ZAUNIUS 
[For Luxemburg:] CH. G. VERMAIRE 
[For Nicaragua:] A. SOTTILE 
[For Norway:] CHR. L. LANGE 
[For Panama:] 
[For the Netherlands:] W. DOUDE VAN TROOSTWIJK, W. GUERIN 
[For Persia: ] 
[For Poland:] GENERAL CASIMIR SOSNKOWSKI, G. D. MORAWSKI 
[For Portugal:] A. M. BARTHOLOMEW FERREIRA, AMERICO DA COSTA LEME 
[For Roumania:] N. P. COMNENE, GENERAL T. DUMITRESCU 
[For Salvador:] J. GUSTAVO GUERRER 
[For Siam:] M. C. VIPULYA 
[For Sweden:] EINAR HENNING 
[For Switzerland:] LOHNER, ED. MULLER 
[For the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes:] J. DOUTCHITCH, GENERAL 
KALAFATOVITCH, CAPT. D. FREG. MARIASEVITCH 
[For Czechoslovakia:] DR. VEVERKA FERDINAND 
[For Turkey:] M. TEVFIK 
[For Uruguay:] ENRIQUE E. BUERO 
[For Venezuela:] C. PARRA PEREZ . 
 
 



[Quelle: http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/1918p/bactpois.html] 
 


