ALBANIAN DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
(VALONA, NOVEMBER 28, 1912)

The National Assembly, consisting of delegates from all parts of Albania, without
distinction of religion, who have today met in the town of Valona, have proclaimed the
political independence of Albania and constituted a Provisional Government entrusted with
the task of defending the rights of the Albanian people, menaced with extermination by the
Serbian Armies, and of freeing the national soil invaded by the foreign forces. In bringing
these facts to the knowledge of Your Excellency, | have the honour to ask the Government
of His Britannic Majesty to recognise this change in the political life of the Albanian nation.

The Albanians, who have entered into the family of the peoples of Eastern Europe, of
whom they flatter themselves that they are the eldest, are pursuing one only aim, to live in
peace with all the Balkan States and become an element of equilibrium. They are
convinced that the Government of His Majesty, as well as the whole civilised world, will
accord them a benevolent welcome by protecting them against all attacks on their national
existence and against any dismemberment of their territory.
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